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BIAFRA: THIS IS BRITAIN’S CRISIS 


On the Nigeria-Biafra issue the British Gov- 
ernment has concealed vital information. It 
has pursued its course willy-nilly outside the 
“democratic process’. There has been every 
effort—successful at that—to curb and stifle 
legislative debate, And popular indignation has 
been brazenly disregarded. 


We are now confronted not only with an en- 
trenched problem of foreign policy—How to 
halt the suffering of the peoples of Biafra and 
Nigeria—but also with what is perhaps the 
most serious domestic problem of our times: 
What kind of democracy are we going to have 
in this country? 


If Britain, even at this late stage, can con- 
ceivably play any part in gaining and preserv- 
ing peace in the country whose independence 
she engineered, it will only be by halting all 
military involvement forthwith and support- 
ing steps for a more equitable and looser con- 
federation. To this end we propose as follows. 


That the British Government call for an im- 


mediate halt to the Federal advance. That it 
cease its arms-supplies to Federal Nigeria im- 
mediately. That it demand the Federal Army 
lift its blockade of all relief routes forthwith. 
And that the Biafran forces be urged not to 
take advantage of a change in Federal policy 
to launch any new military offensive. 


[t is imperative that action be taken on these 
proposals now. 

This statement, prepared by Peace News, has 
the support of two Labour MPs—Stan Orme 
and Frank Allaun—as well as Lord Soper and 
Lord Gifford, and others. We hope for the 
support of other delegates and MPs in the 
Labour Party. 


Certainly, we have no great faith in the ability 
of the Labour Party Conference to convince 
the Government of anything—let alone control 
and direct it. Indeed, it seems unlikely that the 
Biafran issue will even be on the Agenda at 
the Conference in Blackpool. 


However, we believe that on this issue, unlike 
Vietnam, the views and feelings of members of 
the Labour Party do count for something, in 
that Biafra is their crisis—the crisis of their 
own Labour Government, the crisis of demo- 
cracy in this country. For on this issue the 
Government has shown itself to be inherently 
anti-democratic. 


Therefore, any noises that delegates and MPs 
can make, to point out the truly appalling sig- 
nificance of British policy on the war in 
Nigeria, will be meaningful and worthwhile. 
We hope this Special Issue will be widely cir- 
culated in Blackpool—and elsewhere. 


And while delegates and MPs do their best— 
we hope—to make some impression at Black- 
pool, readers of Peace News will be acting too. 
A “24-HOUR STAY OUT/ SLEEP OUT” begins 
at 2.30 pm tomorrow, September 28, in White- 
hall—to be followed at 2.30 pm on Sunday by 
a rally in Trafalgar Square. 


See also Editorial, page 3. 


et VS se 


27 September 1968 


ce News 


2 Pea 


EDITORIAL 


Biafr 


IT is now more than 20 
years since George Orwell 
wrote, ‘ Political language 
is designed to make lies 
sound truthful, and murder 
seem respectable, and to 
give an appearance of solid- 
ity to pure wind.’ 

These bitter words were 
written out of an experienced 
horror of European totali- 
tarianism and the holocaust 
of World War II. They are 
shot through with the terror 
of the times in which they 
were rooted—an age of secret 
purges, displaced persons, 
extermination squads, slave 
labour camps, and grey ideo- 
logies. 

But the lesson we ought to 
learn from the British Govern- 
ment’s complicity with the 
Federal Government of Nigeria, 
and its unexampled duplicity on 
the Biafran War, is that such 
words may accurately character- 
ise the quality of political dis- 
course even in an allegedly 
‘open’ society like our own. 

And it is this brutal fact of 
contemporary life in Britain 
that makes, or ought to make, 
the problem of Biafra the over- 
riding consideration for dele- 
gates and MPs at this week’s 
Labour Party Conference in 
Blackpool. 

* 


Because of its hideous nature, 
and the peculiar relationship 
between the British Government 
and the Federal Government of 
Lagos, the war in Biafra has 
cast a harsh light on the moral 
degradation of modern British 
society, where popular democ- 
racy has been usurped by an 
hidden Establishment and poli- 
tics given up to mechanical auto- 
matism. 

An old-style political scientist 
would say that we have a consti- 
tutional crisis on our hands, and 
he would be right. People do not 
yet recognise it as such, but that 
is what it is. Given an upsurge 
of anything that tends to un- 
mask intolerable contradictions, 
such as widespread student dis- 
sent or street violence—whether 
on race or colonial war—or 
more increases in unemploy- 
ment, it could lead to an ugly 
break-down. 

For when a Junior Minister 
filibusters shamelessly on the 
floor of the House of Commons, 
just to avoid the probability of 
defeat for the Government on 
its foreign policy: when a Prime 
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PHOTO CAPTIONS 


Above left, far left top, far left 
cenire, far left below: At a 
refugee camp near Enugu 
women wait patiently with their 
children for medical attention 
and food. The baby, far left 
centre, died the day after this 
photo was taken. Centre below: 
A father at Enugu University 
Hospital holds out his precious 
white ration card. With it he 
can get a little faod for his 
starving child, Left below: Near 
Awgu an Ibo mother waits with 
her bowl for food. 
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‘delegates and MPs in Blackpool this week will have to ask themselves how far they 
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are responsible, directly or indirectly, for the crucifixion of an entire nation 


Minister, who used to speak of 
Socialism as a Crusade, flatly 
refuses to meet with deputations 
from a peace committee repre- 
senting some of the most emi- 
nent names in the land, all of 
them concerned to make con- 
structive proposals for an end 
to hostilities—in such circum- 
stances, we are indeed in moral 
and political chaos. 


* 


At the risk of sounding 
tedious, let us repeat, yet again, 
some of the more elementary 
facts about Britain’s arms-sup- 
plies to the Federal Government 
of Nigeria. 

When the Biafran War start- 
ed, the British Government first 
denied categorically that it was 
supplying any arms at all. When 
that proved patently false, it 
explained that its supplies were 
only the tail-end of an old order. 
When this excuse wore thin, its 
justification was that we were 
the regular suppliers. 


Next it said the amount was 
only very small anyway. After 
that obvious untruth, it began 
to assert that its policy was the 
only way it could influence the 
Federal Government to moder- 
ation—by which token, accord- 
ing to George Thomson of the 
Commonwealth Office, this 
‘would be a disastrous moment 
to stop supplying arms to Fed- 
eral Forces’ (July 8). 

Finally, after General Gowon 
had three times publicly con- 
firmed that an all-out push by 
his Federal Army into the Ibo 
heartland of Biafra was at last 
under way, the British Govern- 
ment, in flagrant contravention 
of its earlier pledge to recon- 
sider policy if such an occasion 
arose, trotted out the same old 
lies once more—correction: the 
kind of truths that serve no bet- 
ter than lies—then denied 
vehemently that any such final 
push had begun, and in effect 
told its critics to keep their 
noses clean and mind their own 
business. 

As an example of how to con- 
fuse the opposition and stifle 
dissent, we have seen nothing 
more effective since Churchill 
broke the General Strike— 
except for the rail-roading of the 
Commonwealth Immigrants Bill 
through Parliament in March by 
this same Labour Government. 

It is well-nigh impossible to 
condone an Administration that 
engaves in this sort of arrogant 
front-politics. Yet the reasons 
for these shoddy manouevres 
are not hard to find. 

For though it is clear that 
Colonel Ojukwu is not above 
using his people’s sufferings, 
and their fears of genocide, for 
his own sectional and power- 
political ends, the fact remains 
that the balance of justice is at 
present with the Biafrans, who 
must surely be conceded their 
right to self-determination. 


But the British Government, 
as one of the prime architects 
of the idea of Nigerian Unity, 
must inevitably consider its 
Commonwealth concepts direct- 
ly threatened by an assertion of 
independence on the part of the 
Ibos. And this attitude has been 
bolstered indirectly by the posi- 
tion of the Organisation of 
African Unity, which consistent- 
ly refuses to consider the valid 
rights of minority groups who 
threaten to disturb national 
boundaries set, however unjust- 
ly, by colonial Powers on re- 
linquishing sovereign control. 

Even so, none of this comes 
very close to an adequate ex- 
planation. To put it crudely, the 
British Government insists on 
giving military and diplomatic 
support to the Federal Govern- 
ment because (1) the balance of 
British interest lies in helping 
the Federal Government finish 
off the whole thing as quickly as 
possible and (2) because out- 
right military victory for the 
Federals is seen, by the British 
Government, as the only way to 
guarantee that British interests 
in Nigeria-Biafra are not ir- 
retrievably lost. 

Which is to say, not only is 
Britain on the wrong side—if we 
can talk in such terms about 
this sort of conflict—but worse, 
her motives, though partly geo- 
political, are primarily neo- 
colonial and military-industrial. 
As Denis Healey remarked, un- 
forgettably, while answering a 
question on Biafra at the House 
of Commons in July: ‘We be- 
lieve it is important, for financ- 
ial and political reasons, for 
this country to play a part in 
providing arms and equipment 
for its friends in the world.’ 


* 


As for the brute facts of the 
war, they have been widely 
recorded in pictures, by edi- 
torial writers and reporters, and 
on radio and television. One of 
the most atrocious civil wars of 
our century is at this moment 
being waged in a country that 
was, till recently, considered to 
be perhaps the most stable in 
Africa. Two full-scale peace con- 
ferences have broken up in 
deadlock or open hostility. 
Diplomats and politicians, lock- 
ed in moral paralysis, talk at 
each other as if they were 
zombies, and nobody takes 
seriously any more the possi- 
bility of some sort of negotiated 
settlement. 

Nor is that all. According to 
reliable international agencies, 
at least 3,000 people—most of 
them helpless children—are dy- 
ing every day of malnutrition in 
the occupied areas of Biafra, 
and there is the possibility of an 
entire nation being decimated— 
as well as the danger, among 
the wounded and starving, the 
dying and _ not-quite-dead, of 
typhus, cholera, dysentery, and 
bubonic plague epidemics. 


Meanwhile, as the Federal 
advance relentlessly continues, 
more than 12 million people are 
being coralled like cattle into 
countryside smaller than the 
size of Norfolk. And aid and 
relief agencies have been re- 
peatedly frustrated by one side 
or the other in their efforts to 
bring help and comfort to the 
victims of this appalling horror. 

Yet still the British Govern- 
ment, in an unholy alliance with 
the Soviet Union, goes on sup- 
plying arms, vehicles, and other 
military material, as well as full 
diplomatic support, to the Fed- 
eral Government, on the illogic- 
al and contradictory grounds 
that this better enables it to 
play the part of honest broker 
and restrain the actions of the 
Federal Government! 

If the British Government 
really believes this, it is deluded 
and lost in a fantasy world: that 
such restraint is either wishful 
thinking or an _ illusion—and 
probably always has been—is 
now obvious. 

Conversely, if the British 
Government does not believe 
what it says—if it knows its 
public justifications are false, 
and is really bent on trying to 
make Africa safe for the White 
Man’s version of Democracy as 
preached by Shell-BP and Uni- 
lever—then it should be chal- 
lenged as illegitimate on the 
Biafran issue. 

So it is imperative that un- 
compromising action be taken 
now on the basis of the kind of 
proposals we have already sug- 
gested (see our front page). The 
devastation in Biafra today is 
only a shadow of what could 
come when the war is officially 
‘over’ and, as one Federal 
Officer has put it, the ‘problem 
is de-internationalised ’. 

For the potential of even 
worse misery and suffering is 
great. Not only because Biafran 
guerrillas will take to the bush 
and continue to harass the 
Federals for years to come. Not 
only because ‘liberated’ Ibos 
are bound to be persecuted with- 
out mercy as soon as the rest of 


the world has begun to forget’ 


about Biafra. But above all be- 
cause other tribes—Yorubas, for 
example—will almost certainly 
soon start to toil and strain and 
rebel under the artifacts of 
centralised political authority 
in Lagos and foreign economic 
domination. 


* 


The responsibility for acting, 
without delay and without pre- 
varication, rests on us all. Dur- 
ing the past few months there 
has been a growing across-the- 
board groundswell of opposition 
to Government policy on this 
issue. An increasing number of 
people, in most cases ordinary 
citizens without the ‘ benefit’ of 
an adequate or sophisticated 
political analysis, have begun to 


assert themselves as best they 
know how, making their disgust 
heard and felt. 

But so far there has been no 
really widespread moral out- 
rage, no earnest and committed 
determination to stop the stupid 
and callous behaviour of the 
British Government—vnot to 
mention calling the bluff of its 
venal and conformist spokes- 
men, most of whom seem to take 
the politics and barbarities for 
granted, as reality, without 
pausing to judge it. 


* 


Naturally, one of the chief 
reasons why it is so damnably 
hard to budge the British 
Government on Biafra is pre- 
cisely this lack of any unified 
opposition. People have been 
mystified, if not brain-washed, 
by the Government’s fraudulent 
behaviour. Wilson’s manipula- 
tion of the ‘democratic process’, 
and his suppression of vital 
facts, has had the effect of im- 
posing on people what appears 
to be an impossible situation— 
which immediately raises the 
question, How does one act in 
an impossible situation? 

Then there is the natural 
reluctance of most citizens to 
become embroiled in public 
controversy, especially when not 
in full possession of the facts, 
as well as the traditional tend- 
ency of people in every country, 
where foreign policy is concern- 
ed, to block off all doubts and 
rally behind their flag. As it is, 
people are mostly ignorant of 
the fact that, despite the com- 
peting financial and political 
interests on both sides, there is 
a case for Biafra. 

And finally, just as there is 
a biological instinct to avoid 
pain, so there is a deeply-rooted 
psychological tendency to filter 
out unpleasant facts about other 
veople’s suffering, or at least to 
interpret them in such a way as 
to minimise their causal con- 
nections with an affluent style 
of life that is, for most of us, 
relatively tolerable. 


But whatever the differing 
reasons for this absence of one 
solid movement united in re- 
fusal, the question still remains, 
Now What? It is clear that if we 
are to make any headway in 
altering Government policy on 
Biafra, an even greater number 
of people, including many of 
this week's delegates in Black- 
pool, will have to ask them- 
selves how far they are respons- 
ible, directly or indirectly, for 
the crucifixion of an entire 
nation. 

And while they are doing this, 
they might reflect that so long 
as we allow the British Govern- 
ment to persist in its present 
policy unchecked, we are also 
crucifying ourselves. 


ROGER BARNARD 


4 Peace News 27 September 1968 


RAY BELLISARIO took all the photographs in this issue when 
he visited Federal-held areas of Biafra recently. Here, he writes 
the story behind the pictures 


IN OCCUPIED BIAFRA 


The Land Rover thundered along. If 
we drove into a blast-hole it did not 
matter: the driver, without regard 
for the comfort of his passengers, was 
in a hurry, and that is all that con- 
cerned him. 


As for pedestrians, gingerly trying to 
pick their way round the deep gorges 
in the road and the continuous 
assembly of abandoned and wrecked 
armoured vehicles, weapons, and 
private cars—if they got in the way 
uf au speedy chariot, it was just too 
ad. 


Human life in Nigeria today is not ¢ 


rated very high. In times of war 
civilians are unimportant, and no one 
seemed to sense this more than our 
bold charioteer, who two months 
before was an out-of-work labourer in 
Lagos. Now he was a corporal in the 
Federal Army. 


The pedestrians were Easterners—not 
just Ibos, but people from the many 
tribes in the Biafran area. The women, 
children, and the aged were now 
coming out of the bush where they 
had spent weeks, even months, since 
war came their way. 


According to reports given me by the 
tribesmen, thousands more went into 
the safety of the bush than ever came 
out. Apparently some refused to 
emerge for fear of being killed by the 
advancing Federal soldiers, but most 
just died, from starvation and disease, 
in the stinking mouldy undergrowth 
of their unwelcoming shelter. 


Usually the dead were left to rot, un- 
buried. Mothers, now plodding delir- 
iously to their fate, were often child- 
less—the little bodies of the young 
had not stood the test of being with- 
eut nourishment for the days that 
spread into weeks. 


Ransacked villages 


When the people returned to their 
villages they inevitably found their 
homes had been ransacked or razed to 
the ground. Their only possessions 
now were the few odd items that they 
had managed to hang on to during 
their flight. There was no alternative 
for them but to seek refuge with the 
armed forces and accept whatever 
kindness the Federals offered. 


For some people of the non-Ibo tribes, 
the advancement into Biafra of the 
Nigerian Army brought security— 
even capture was welcomed—but the 
others, particularly the Ibos, feared 
reprisals and possible death in the 
acts of genocide that the Biafran 
leaders said would be carried out by 
the approaching Hausas and other 
tribes of the Federal Forces. 


Foreign medical teams say that on 
entering deserted Ibo villages they 
have found bodies in such positions 
as wouid indicate mass_ shootings, 
but I never saw any such evidence 
myself. This was not surprising—I 
was in a party of visiting press-men, 
and we hardly expected to be shown 
proof that genocide was taking place. 


What we were shown were people 
“re-instated ” into their heavily de- 
pleted village communities. Their 
homes had been patched up and they 
were encouraged to return to the 
fields to bring in the much-needed 
crops to help ease the famine, but 
understandably there was a general 
apathy towards trying to resume 
normal life. Certainly things were not 
always as normal as we had previous- 
ly been led to believe. 


Onitsha, taken months ago, was 
almost completely devoid of civilian 
life, and now was only occupied by a 
battalion of soldiers. It had become a 
garrison town. There was, however, 
a “show” refugee camp within this 
garrison consisting of four streets. 


Here, the refugees, we were told, lived 
a perfectly ordinary life and were 
fully repatriated in their own environ- 
ment. When I asked some of them if 
they were settled and happy, however, 
they told me they did not belong to 
that part of the country and were not 
allowed to go beyond the barbed-wire 
perimeter of the camp. 


Too scared to talk 


But most were too scared to talk, and 
turned their backs. The fear of us, or 
indeed of anyone friendly with their 
enemy, registered in their faces. Only 
one man spoke to us officially. He was 
the Elder, selected by the local Army 
Commander to be his people’s spokes- 
man. 


During the conducted tour of Onitsha, 
we were very closely guarded by 
soldiers, and were shown the market 
that had been re-opened for the local 
people. But the stalls were empty and 
the Commander admitted that there 
was nothing available for anyone to 
sell. 


The town was very heavily guarded 
with infantrymen at the ready in 
trenches and buildings along every 
street. Asked if guerrillas operated in 
the area, the Commander said, ‘“ The 
rebels are many miles from here. 
They haven’t been seen for months 
round these parts.” Gun-fire kept me 
awake all that night. 


My purpose in going to the battle- 
front was to see what aid was getting 
through to the repatriated areas. I 
was taken to the only medical team in 
operation at the time. It was a group 
of four Red Cross workers. What I 
saw was quite horrifying. 


I was greeted by a small boy, shrivel- 
led up, with open sores on his hands, 
feet, and body. He was squatting on 
the ground, and when he tried to rise 
he stumbled and fell. He could move 
only with assistance. His weakened 
bones prevented him from straighten- 
ing his limbs. 

On the steps of the building the team 
was using, a group of young mothers 
cradled their children, rocking them 
gently. This was all they could do. 
Some of the infants were obviously 
dying and in great pain. Little bones 
were covered only by tightly stretched 
skin on tiny arms and legs. 


Some infants were covered from head 
to toe in horrid pulpy sores—the mark 


of Kwashiorkor. The eyes of the 
mothers showed there was little hope 
for these young victims of the war. 


Inside the building, more Kwashior- 
kor and other terrible illnesses caused 
by malnutrition were displayed on yet 
more little bodies. And when food 
was given to the young, and old, they 
derived no benefit. Because of dysen- 
tery it went straight through them. 


Instinct led the young children’s 
mouths to their mother’s breasts, but 
they had dried up long ago. The 
emaciated Paps were only useful as 
something to hold on to or play with. 


The relief team worked frantically in 
their losing battle. Desperate parents 
appealed to them for help, waving 
their precious white ration cards. 


Though there were hundreds of child- 
ren in the makeshift hospital, there 
was very little crying from the young 
ones. In their short lives they had 
already learned that tears were not 
going to bring them help. Their eyes 
were as dry as their parched mouths. 


Both sides to blame 


Federal officials later showed me 
thriving markets in other parts of 
captured Biafra, and certainly life 
was flourishing again, even though 
there was a distinct absence of young 
and fighting fit men. Also there were 
slill the grotesquely enlarged 
stomachs of the hungry ones. 


About the only people to be really 
living it up in the fighting zones are 
the Federal soldiers. They eat well 
and, in their glory, they obviously live 
well—unlike their Biafran counter- 
parts, who are underfed and insuffic- 
iently armed. Captured rebel soldiers 
told stories of their side being in an 
impossible situation. 


The unnecessary suffering is evident 
everywhere. Both sides in this vile 
civil war are to blame for subjecting 
the innocent to the horror of such a 
conflict. An Efik chief, whom I have 
met since in London quite independ- 
ently of Federal propagandists, told 
me that over 300 people of his tribe, 
one of the minority groups in Biafra 
not supporting the Ibos, were ordered 
to stand in trenches while retreating 
Biafran soldiers shot them down. 


No, in Nigeria today human life is not 

rated very high. Especially when it is 
someone else’s. 

CoPpyRIGHT 

Ray BELLISARIO Ltp 1968 
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Opposite left: Federal troops advance into Biafra. Top: vil- 
lagers return from the bush to their often ransacked homes. 


This page, above: life is returning to normal in some Ibo 
villages with thriving markets. But, top right, a vulture, 
which often feeds these days on human flesh, waits near 
Awgu. And, right, a woman in Enugu begs for food. 


NEXT WEEK 
Tom Hayden 
THE REAL MEANING OF 
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Above and bottom left: Refugees at 
Awgu. Top left: Waiting for food 
and medical care at Enugu. Centre 
left: At the Enugu University Hos- 
pital, nurse Duffy attends to a child. 


BE GENEROUS 


Ray Bellisario gave us all the 
photographs in this week's Special 
Issue free of charge because he 
supports the work Peace News is 
doing on Biafra. Without his 
generosity we would not have 
been able to produce it, Even so, 
it is still going to cost us more 
than a normal week's paper would 
—we shall have, for example, 
increased fees to pay our block- 
maker. We hope readers will think 
it worth helping us out. Cheques 
payable to Merfyn Turner, Treas- 
urer, Peace News, 5 Caledonian 
Road, Kings Cross, London N1. 
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JOHN ARDEN’S PERSONAL COMMENT 
Apathy, atrocity, ignorance and Biafra 


Anxiety has been rightly expressed in 
the pages of Peace News over the 
comparative apathy shown towards 
the Biafra situation by the regular 
demonstrating force in this country. 
Where thousands can be mobilised to 
surge in Grosvenor Square, the num- 
ber available to protest against Fed- 
eral Nigeria has indeed been shame- 
fully small, and this is the more 
disturbing in that Britain is much 
more directly responsible for what 
has been going on. 


Over Vietnam our “ Government ” has 
kind of stood by and made the odd 
tut-tutting noises—and now and then 
put its little contribution into the 
Pentagon’s plate, hand-behind-back, 
eyes averted, as if it were following 
Jesus’s recommended method of offer- 
ing alms, so that men shall not be too 
aware of the virtuous charity: but in 
the other matter we are actually 
treated to brisk hopes for a “ quick 
kill” combined with unctuous expres- 
sions of doubt that the “ Scorpion” 
Colonel really means what he says. 


Why shouldn’t he? He was well-train- 
ed at Sandhurst to formulate his 
butchery notions in a crisp and 
soldier-like fashion: and his style, 
after all, is not far removed from our 
own beloved Monty’s. “ Hitting Rom- 
mel for Six”: ‘Up Guards And At 
"Em! ”: “ Veni Vidi Vici ’”’—all such 
phrases sound very well when one can 
identify with the side that utters them 
—of course, though, he is black: and 
therefore liable to run amok, what- 
ever that may mean. 

Yet despite all this quite promiscuous 
public support given the stronger 
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THE CROSS FRONTIERS Language Centre incor- 


Pporating the International Discussion Forum 
welcomes new participants. Write to Helen 
Mayer, Box no 850. 


DUREX Gossamer 8s 6d dozen. Durex Fetherlite 
14s 6d dozen, Durex Gold Pack 12s dozen. Real 
Skins three for 15s ¢d. Dept PN, Personal 
Service, 626 Leeds Road, Dewsbury. 


PARAMARTIIA,. Will you help us with a donation 
or books or literature for the active advance- 
ment of Vegetarianism, Veganism, Social 
Justice, Peace, Internationalism, Nonviolence, 
Mutual Aid, Racial Harmony, Spiritual Under- 
standing, Freedom and their related subjects? 
Donations etc to PARAMARTHA Community 
(explanatory leaflet on request, sae), c/o The 
Grange, Broadway West, Gosforth, Newcastle 
upon Tyne 3. 


PARTNER required. Parity. Northern dispensing 
general medical practice. Box no 870. 


TYPING, manuscripts, theses, etc. Sue Pottle, 
pce Buildings, Willow Road, NW3. SWI 


YOUNG FAMILY wants information about com- 
Munities, agriculture, jobs, help, anywhere. 
Box no 871. 


ARE YOU A STUDENT? 


DO YOU HAVE SOME TIME TO 
SPARE EACH WEEK? 


DO YOU WANT TO HELP PEACE 
NEWS? 


If you can answer YES to all these 
questions, please write to us and say 
you will sell Peace News at your 
School, College or University this 
autumn. (50% discount on supplies 
sent Sale or Return to our student 
distributors.) 


party in the war by our own “ lead- 
ers’, we-—-the rebellious led—have 
been remarkably slow to catch on to 
what takes place. One possible explan- 
ation is that the amount of overt 
atrocity in the world at present seems 
even greater than usual. (Can anyone 
remember a time when it didn’t?) A 
quick off-the-cuff list includes such 
items as: Vietnam (of course). Czech- 
oslovakia. Arab/Israeli broils. USA 
brutality (Home Version}. Callaghan/ 
Powell nigrophobia. The Risinghill 
syndrome in UK Education. The 
Hornsey/Guildford ditto. The Police 
(gipsies, drugs, immigrants, demos, 
evictions, etc). D’Oliveira and what 
they did to him. Cohn-Bendit ditto. 
ae bookshops in Brighton. Brixton 
aol. 


And there are many other kindred 
attractions with a full supporting cast. 
It is clearly impossible for anyone 
who has a job to attend to to get 
steamed up about them all: yet all of 
them, in their way, are equally im- 
portant. To say nothing of the fact 
that the number and intensity of 
natural disasters — floods, earth- 
quakes, hurricanes—have apparently 
been mounting till they will soon 
reach Apocalyptic dimensions. 


Readers of Peace News have little 
excuse for being unaware of all these 
things, since, by its very nature, it is 
a paper which specialises in little else. 
(1 do not regard the controversy over 
foul language as being more than a 
waste of newsprint, ’'m afraid. It is a 
good thing to swear at times: but, 
when there are so many things to 


Publications 


ANY BOOK IN PRINT can be supplied by 
Housmans to all parts of the world, Book 
tokens issued and exchanged. Large stock of 


books, paperbacks, peace literature, greeting 
ecards, stationery, etc. 9.30 am to 6 pm Mon/ 
Sat. 5 Caledonian Road,- Kings Cross, London 
N1. TER 4473. 


FREEDOM PRESS publish Anarchy, monthly 2s, 
Freedom, weekly 6d. Trial subscriptions to both 
for two months: 8s post free. #4b Whitechapel 
High Street (Angel Alley), London E1. 


SARVODAYA, monthly magazine of the Bhoodan 
movement in India, may be obtained from 
Housmans Bookshop, 5 Caledonian Road, 
London Ni at 15s yearly or 1s 6d (post free) 
each issue. 


swear at, it is probably better to 
reserve it for comparative trivialities, 
like the two-tier postal charges.) 


Yet even readers of Peace News get 
most of their current information 
from the mass circuiation press and 
the TV: and these media have not 
chosen to make much of Biafra until 
very recently—until the photographs 
of dying children became sufficiently 
horrifying to be worth printing, in 
fact. Something similar happened in 
the early days of Vietnam. A front- 
page or a half-hour of ‘24 Hours” 
can only handle so much at one time: 
and editors must therefore run a kind 
of Top of the Charts for events that 
“Cause Concern”, just like anyone 
else. 


Global responses 


Which leads me to the reflection that 
with all our modern expanse of com- 
munications, with all our ‘ Global 
Village” capabilities of general 
awareness, the actual capacity of the 
individual human being to identify 
himself with everything going on 
everywhere remains pretty much 
what it was in, say, the Middle Ages. 


We are told this, that, and the other: 
and our brains accept the information 
—hbut if we are to allow it to influence 
our thoughts and actions, we are com- 
pelled to move something else out of 
immediate consideration in order to 
make room. The effect of all these 
technological improvements upon the 
way the world works is precisely nil, 


Accommodation wanted 
YOUNG SOCIAL WORKER needs a large room 
with kitchen in Camden or Islington districts. 
Power, Lincumbe Lane, Boars Hill, Oxford. 


Situations wanted 

MAN (40) no paper qualifications, wide exper- 
ience organising, public relations, etc, seeks 
post. Available December, London only, Box no 
872. 


Situations vacant 

WORKING MOTHER requires stand-in approx 
20 hrs wkly, One child, Bloomsbury flat, 5s p/h, 
mothers considered if children school-age. 
636 6097. 


for killers still kill, extortioners still 
extort, and saints still give succour in 
precisely the same proportion as they 
ever did. 


In the 14th Century the hangings 
were in your own market-place, the 
tax-collector was forcibly inspecting 
your daughter’s pudenda in your own 
kitchen, the lepers were trying to hold 
out begging bowls on your own church 
steps: and you were moderately or 
heavily enraged according to temper- 
ament. Now, if you live in Britain, the 
chances are that you only see these 
things taking place in other places. 
Your response is not different. But 
because it is more widely distributed 
it is accordingly less effective. Wat 
Tyler actually killed the man from 
the Poll-Tax with a roofing-tool: now 
we go off and wave a banner some- 
where. 


In many respects the people of Biafra 
are living in the 14th Century: and 
they are discovering that the 20th 
Century is powerless to help them. 
The inability of politicians to realise 
that ‘Colonel Scorpion” is actually 
keen to see the Ibos dead, and there- 
fore cannot be particularly willing to 
let the Red Cross feed them, is the 
inability of our age to understand its 
own history. We are really a very 
ignorant civilisation — sometimes I 
think the most ignorant there has 
ever been. The Romans knew what 
swabs they were, and didn’t care: the 
mediaeval Christians knew it too and 
prayed for forgiveness and a hope of 
improvement: we just sit and worry 
—vicariously. 


Wanted 

PEACE NEWS EDITOR requires uncrushed bike. 
(Previous free bicycle met with unfortunate 
accident while do'nut-buying recently.) Would 
readers with spare bike (male or female) 
wishing to help contact PN phone or letter 
soon, Thank you. 


Cinema 

NEW CINEMA CLUB, ‘‘No-one who takes a 
serious interest in cinema can afford to stay 
cut'’—Tribune. Free booklet illustrates why. 
122 Wardour Street, W1, 734 5888, 


Theatre 


UNITY THEATRE is closed for repairs. Watch 
this space for details of re-opening. 


DIARY 


28 Sept, Saturday 


LONDON WC1, 7.30 pm. The Conway Hall, Red 
Lion Square. Russian music, songs and dances 
by the London Balalaika Ensemble in aid of 
Hampstead Group Amnesty International. Adm 
7s 6d 


LONDON WC2. 7.30 pm. ‘‘Lamb & Flag"', Rose 
Street. Olympian poetry: John Heath-Stubbs, 
George Barker, Thomas Blackburn, Abdulla 
Yaha, musical interludes. =f 


28-29 Sept, Sat-Sun 


LONDON SWI. 2.30 pm. Whitehall. 24 hour 
“Stay out, sleep out’': No guns for _Gowon/ 
Stop the War/Recognise Biafra/Ship Food in. 
2.30 pm. Sunday. Rally Trafalgar Square: 
speakers/Biafran dancers. SAVE BIAFRA. Org: 
Save Biafra Cttee, Biafra Union, Britain-Biafra 
Assoc, Friends of Biafra Assoc, Biafra Club 250. 


29 Sept, Sunday 


EPSOM, 3 pm. 8a Links Road. Speaker from 
Students Radical Alliance: ‘Student Aims’’. 
PPU Surrey Area. 


London N1. 


THOREAU: On the Duty of Civil Disobedience, 
with an introductory essay by Gene Sharp 
(Helen Allegranza Memorial Edition) 

2s (postage 4d) quantity rates available 


A PEACE NEWS PAMPHLET published by 
HOUSMANS, 5 Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, 


30 Sept, Monday 


BLACKPOOL. 7.30 pm. Lecture Hall, Central 
Public Library, Queen Street, Labour Peace 
Fellowship Conference Meeting. Adm 2s 6d. 


1 October, Tuesday 


BIRMINGHAM. 7.30 pm. ‘‘The Crown’', Cor- 
poration Street. Discussion group: ‘‘The Nature 
of Social Mass Movements’’. 


3 October, Thursday 


LONDON E11. 8 pm. Friends House, Bush Road. 
Graham Bartram: ‘Impressions of Berlin’. 
E10/E11 PPU. 


5 October, Saturday 


LONDON SE19. 10.30 am. 15 Camden Hill Road, 
Gipsy Hill. Libertarian Teachers’ Association 
day conference: ‘‘Alternatives to Punishment’. 
Adm 5s includes food. 


St Christopher School 
Letchworth 


A school community of some 400 
boys and girls (between 5 and 18 
years) and 100 adults practising 
educaction on sane and successful 
modern lines. 


Applications now being 
considered for next year. 


6 October, Sunday 


MANCHESTER. 2 pm. Jane and David Graham’s, 
5% High Lana, Chorlton, New committee for non- 
violent direct action. Anyone interested contact 
John Hunt, 14 Tib Lane, Manchester 2. 


Special offer for new readers 


6 weeks 
Peace News 


post free trial 5s 
Students, 10 weeks for 5s. 


Air edition 8 weeks for 10s; US, 
6 weeks for 1 dollar. Send this 
coupon to Peace News, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London N.1 (Block letters, 
please.) 
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Simultaneous pacifist actions against Czech invasion in 


Budapest students support WRI 


Students in at least one of the East 
European capitals which were targets 
on Tuesday of War Resisters Inter- 
national’s leaflet raid demonstrated 
their support for the action in defi- 
ance of the police. 

Seventeen people from eight coun- 
tries took part in the simultaneous 
action in Moscow, Sofia, Budapest 
(where the students showed their sup- 
port) and Warsaw. Thousands of leaf- 
lets giving the facts about the inva- 
sion of Czechoslovakia, and calling 
for “any PEACEFUL action in your 
power ” were distributed, and at four 
o’clock (London time) all teams were 
to unfurl banners in the city centres 
reading “End NATO,” “End _ the 
American War in Vietnam” and “End 
the Occupation of Czechoslovakia.” 


Nothing had been heard from the 
Sofia team of four Italians and a 
Belgian as we go to press, but ail 
other teams were thought to have 
carried out their missions and been 
arrested, including Andrew Papworth 
in Moscow, and April Carter and 
Satish Kumar in Budapest. It was pos- 
sible that one member of the Danish 
team in Warsaw was still at liberty. 


News came through on Wednesday 
morning that Andrew and Vicki 
Rovere from New York—who made 
up the Moscow team—had been ex- 


Israel: ‘Colonel 
shot prisoners’ 
inquiry refused 


A correspondent writes from Israel: 
On September 1 this year, Uri Avneri 
MP—Editor of Haolam Hazeh—asked 
the Israeli High Command for an 
inquiry commission to investigate alle- 
gations that Colonel R. Zeevi, Com- 
mander of the “Centre Section” 
(West Bank), had shot to death with 
his own hands five El Fatah guerrillas 
after they had surrendered. 


This crime is said to have taken place 
after a skirmish on the West Bank in 
which a number of guerrillas were 
killed. One El Fatah man who sur- 
vived has made the allegations under 
questioning. 


R. Zeevi, known as “Gandhi” in the 
Army, was appointed Commander of 
the ‘Centre Section” in mid-July. 
Immediately afterwards, it is alleged, 
he joined, by helicopter, a platoon 
which radioed that it had established 
contact with an El Fatah group. The 
entire El Fatah group was killed in 
the battle. 


When the battle was over, a group of 
what is known as “ porters” was dis- 
covered. These are the people who 
carry the heavy equipment to and 
from the battle but rarely participate 
in the actual fighting. When discover- 
ed, they all raised their hands and 
surrendered. 


“ Gandhi” asked who was their Com- 
mander, took him aside, and ordered 
a Junior Officer to kill all the others 
—five in number. The officer refused 
to obey the order. ‘ Gandhi” at once 
pulled out his own pistol and shot all 


ve. 
When the captured man told his story, 
the interrogating officer questioned 
Israeli soldiers and officers present 
during the incident and found that 
their evidence corroborated that of 
the prisoner. 

At this stage, the interrogating officer 
decided to refer the case to General 
Barlev, Israeli Chief of Staff—who 
refused to establish an inquiry com- 
mission. The officer then tried the 
Israeli press, which refused to men- 
tion the affair or refer to it even 
indirectly. The only outcome was Mr 
Avneri’s request for a commission of 
inquiry. 


pelled from the USSR. It was still in 
the balance whether the other teams 
would get the same treatment, or be 
put on trial. 


Those known to have been arrested 
are: Moscow—Vicki Rovere, 24 
(USA), Andrew Papworth, 24 (Brit- 
ain); Bupapest—April Carter, 30 
(Britain), Bob Eaton, 24 (USA), Frank 
Feiner, 22 (Netherlands), Satish 
Kumar, 31 (India), Wolfgang Zucht, 
39 (West Germany); Warsaw—Ole 
Galster Bach, 26, Paul Nexmand, 25, 
Kent Mikkelsen, 24, Klaus Jorgensen, 
20 (all from Denmark). 


Czech appeal 


The purposes of the demonstration, 
according to a WRI press statement, 
were “to answer the appeal by the 
Czechoslovak people for international 
action to support their cause”; “ to 
break through, in however small a 
way, the barrier of silence and dis- 
tortion about the occupation of 
Czechoslovakia in the USSR and other 
Warsaw Pact countries”; and “to 
show that opposition to the occupation 
in the West is felt very strongly by 
socialist and peace movement radi- 
cals who now have the task of pre- 
venting a military build-up of NATO.” 


The Moscow demonstrators handed 
out their leaflets in Pushkin Square 
as the trial was reported to be be- 
ginning of Larisa Daniel, Pavel Lit- 
vinov and others who were arrested 
in Red Square on August 25 when 
they held up the slogan “ Hands off 
the CSSR.” Litvinov and Mrs Daniel 
appealed for solidarity from the West 
earlier in the year when they began 
publicly protesting against the trial of 
Galanskov and other writers. The two 
issued a statement more recently be- 
fore their arrest thanking the 
CHURCH three for their July protest 
in Moscow in support of prisoners of 
conscience in the Soviet Union. 


Bob Eaton, captain of the Quaker 
yacht Phoenix which sailed a second 


el Oh 


“Choosing a President is rather 
like choosing a Bride.” 


Curried Berets 


John Wayne’s Vietnam film, The 
Green Berets, continues its progress 
round Britain, sparking off-beat pro- 
test actions as it goes. In Manchester 
on Wednesday last week, Sarah Henry 
was arrested and charged with “‘ caus- 
ing malicious damage ”—i.e. throwing 
a beef curry at the cinema screen 
while the film was showing. 


Would-be patrons were leafleted, and 
a total of six people (including 
Sarah’s identical twin sister, Wendy) 
were done for obstruction. Sarah was 
remanded on bail; the rest were given 
conditional discharges. 
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time to North Vietnam earlier this 
year with medical supplies, phoned 
the WRI from Budapest after the 
other four in his group had been 
arrested. They had been joined as 
they leafleted, he said, by a number 
of Hungarian students who decorated 
their banner with lucky charms and 
then grabbed it and made off with it 
when the police arrived. Bob went 
back to continue leafieting and was 
also thought to have been arrested. 


In Warsaw, the Danish group man- 
aged to get rid of a large number of 
leaflets before they began the public 
demonstration. One member of the 
team phoned Denmark with news of 
the four arrests and this was relayed 
to London. 


The main co-ordinator of the project 
was Michael Randle, chairman of the 
WRI, who recently came out of prison 
after serving eight months jail for his 
part in the Greek Embassy invasion. 
He said in London on Tuesday night 
that the WRI would try to get legal 
representatives out to all those arrest- 
ed if the East European authorities 
decided to prosecute them. 


Warsaw Pact capitals 


protesters 


Only East Germany, of the five War- 
saw Pact countries which took part 
in the invasion, was omitted from the 
leafleting targets of the WRI. This 
was because WRI members in West 
Germany and Berlin argued very 
strongly that their continuing con- 
tacts and influence in East Germany 
would be damaged by direct action. 


However, one interesting aspect of 
the demonstration is that the WRI has 
been building up firm connections 
with the Communist World Council of 
Peace over several years now and was 
approached only last Monday by the 
secretary of the WCP, Romesh Chan- 
dra, with a proposal that a joint con- 
ference between Western peace 
organisations, including the WRI, and 
Peace Committees from all the War- 
saw Pact countries, including Czecho- 
slovakia, be held in Budapest shortly 
on the question of the invasion. 


The WRI is now waiting with interest 
to see whether the invitation will be 
extended again. Devi Prasad, general 
secretary of the WRI, said guardedly 
on Tuesday, ‘‘Such contact may be 
difficult in future.” 


Direct action on Vietnam 


The Portland Place, London, head 
offices of Elliott Automation—believed 
to be one of the British firms most 
deeply implicated in the American 
war effort—is to be the target for a 
non-violent direct action aimed direct- 
ly at Britain’s involvement in the war. 
It is planned for the weekend of Nov- 
ember 2-3, the one following October 
27’s London Vietnam Mobilisation. 


The choice was made at a Saturday 
meeting in London of 46 direct-action- 
ists from all over Britain. They came 
together following an appeal by Pat 
Arrowsmith and five others (Peace 
News, July 19) calling for non-violent 
direct action against the Vietnam war. 
A weekly planning group met for the 
first time on Monday to discuss details 
of the action of November 2-3 and 
follow-up projects. Contact: November 
Non-Violent Action Committee, 3 
Caledonian Rd, N1. 


A second new group aimed at getting 
non-violent direct action moving again 
meets on Sunday at the Marquis of 
Granby, Charing Cross Road, London. 
This is one of the successor groups 
left by the demise of the Committee 
of 100, and it will be working closely 
with the November Action Committee. 


A second meeting is planned for 
Manchester on October 6. Contact: 
Projected Group, c/o 13 Goodwin 
Street, N4. 

(Incidentally, Peter Moule points out 
he had nothing to do with convening 
the London meeting, and that his 
name should not have appeared on a 
circular sent out by Dave Walsh.) 


Schermuly protest 


Bob Overy writes: One hundred sup- 
porters of the Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament walked through the rain 
last Saturday in a protest against the 
manufacture of CS gas in Britain. 


Produced in Porton, the gas is canned 
at Newdigate in Surrey. We marched 
from Crawley New Town along re- 
cently flooded lanes to the Schermuly 
factory and then on to Dorking. 


Outside the factory, Dr Steven Rose, 
an expert on chemical and bacteriolo- 
gical warfare, denied that CS was 
“non-lethal” and made a strong poli- 
tical case against the development of 
chemical weapons which, he said, are 
being used increasingly against guer- 
rilla and street revolutionaries. 


Biafra: UK apathy shocks Germans 


Nadia Fowler writes: When the 
“Committee of Aktion Biafra-Hilfe ” 
organised a “ star-march ” on Bonn in 
August, busloads of Germans and 
Biafrans from Hamburg, Berlin, 
Munich, Stuttgart, Frankfurt, and 


. smaller towns, converged on Bonn. 


Students occupied the British em- 
bassy, hauled down the Union Jack 
and hoisted the Biafran flag instead. 


Over 500. German students sat within 
the embassy and refused to leave. The 
police had to carry them out one by 
one—they clung to pillars, doorposts, 
desks, anything they could get a grip 
on, and only by brute force could they 
eventually be expelled. 


No wonder Miss Githa Reinecke, 
founder member and moving spirit of 
the organisation, which now has 
branches in many towns, finds British 
efforts feeble! She had come to 
London to find out what British 
protest movements were doing for 
Biafra and by the time she left she 
felt sorely disappointed. 


German publicity is much more force- 
ful and compelling than anything 
British organisations have as yet at- 
tempted. Posters are cruel, but effect- 


ive. A march to the Town Hall and the 
British Consulate in Hamburg was 
advertised by stickers all over the 
town, showing a large photograph of 
a Biafran child in an advanced stage 
of Kwashiorkor, the hideously bloated 
stomach and swollen feet. Indignant 
perans turned out in their thous- 
ands. 


Githa Reinecke was frankly shocked 
as she viewed the sparse sprinkling 
of white faces on one Biafran march 
she attended. “Don’t you care?” she 
asked sadly. 


Peace boat 


A total of 800 people went on the 
British Council for Peace in Vietnam’s 
day trip to Boulogne on Sunday (Sept- 
ember 22) to meet North Vietnamese 
representatives at the Paris talks. 


“They more than filled the biggest 
hall in Boulogne,” said Philip Bol- 
sover who acted as press officer. 
“They gave a tremendous reception 
to the Vietnamese—people kept on 
jumping up and cheering.” 


